Books & Babies at the Bozeman Public Library

Toddler Language Developmental Milestones

12 – 17 months

· Attends to book or toy for about 2 minutes

· Follows simple directions

· Answers simple questions nonverbally

· Points to objects, pictures, and family members

· Tries to imitate simple words

· Says words to label things

18 – 23 months

· Follows simple verbal commands

· Points to simple body parts

· Understands common verbs such as “eat” and “sleep”

· Starts to combine words such as “more milk”

· Begins to use pronouns such as “mine”

2 – 3 years

· Knows hundreds of words

· Knows some spatial concepts such as “up” and “down”
· Knows descriptive words such as “big” and “happy”

· Answers simple questions

· Uses inflection to ask for something (“More milk?”)

· Begins to use plurals and verb tenses (-ed and –ing)
“Let’s Talk” by Lucy Hart Paulson, October 25, 2007
First Steps to Literacy with Toddlers

· Read stories as often as you can, even if only a few minutes at a time

· Talk about places you go, things you see, what you’re doing

· Let toddlers “write” messages and lists with you; allow lots of practice scribbling

· Play with letters: magnetic, foam, wooden, and written ABCs

· Make regular visits to the Library to choose books; give favorite books as gifts

· Read favorite stories over and over again

· Sing! Play with rhymes. Let toddlers hear the sounds of letters and words.

Warning Signs

· No babbling by 12 months

· No gesturing (waving, pointing) by 12 months

· So single words by 16 months

· No 2-word combinations by 24 months

· ANY loss of language or social skills at ANY age
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